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Synthetic Biology Seminar Series Kicks Off 
Michael Elowitz gave an energetic and interesting first talk in the Synthetic Biology 
Seminar Series. Elowitz is an Assistant Professor of Biology and Applied Physics, 
and Bren Scholar, at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena, as well as 
the creator of a rough biological clock called the "repressilator," a synthetic 
oscillatory network inserted into E. coli to make the cell blink on and off. By 
utilizing nature's molecular toolkit to build robust, biologically inspired systems, 
synthetic biology researchers hope to solve problems that cannot be solved using 
natural systems. This seminar series will foster an important exchange of ideas in 
this emerging discipline, and offer students and researchers a glimpse of biology’s 
future. Systems biologist Michael Savageau from UC Davis will give the next series 
talk on Tuesday, April 12 at 4 pm in Sibley Auditorium (Bechtel Engineering Center, 
UC Berkeley campus).  

 
Steve Holbrook Receives DOE Outstanding Mentor Award 
Physical Bioscientist Stephen Holbrook received a 2004 DOE Outstanding 
Mentor Award for his continuing mentorship of DOE program students. Dr. 
Holbrook has been working with undergraduates for the past five years, through 
such programs as SULI, CCI, and PST. Dr. Holbrook received the award at a 
special ceremony in March, along with four other Berkeley Lab members. In 
addition to his regular research and mentoring responsibilities, Dr. Holbrook is an 
active member of Berkeley Lab’s Diversity Council, which makes 
recommendations to the Lab leadership for creating a world-class work 
environment that can recruit and retain a workforce reflecting the diversity of the 
local community and the nation.  
 
Looking for a research internship this summer? 
PBD is launching an Intern Outreach Program to help match students seeking summer internships with PBD 
scientists seeking help. If you’re looking for a way to gain valuable experience while networking with researchers 
and developing your skills, email us at pbdinterns@lbl.gov. Please include your research interests, your résumé, the 
time commitment you can make, and whether you’re interested in paid or non-paid internships (or both). We will do 
our best to match you with a researcher fitting your needs.  
 
Additional summer opportunities: 
UC Berkeley’s Internship Resources: http://career.berkeley.edu/Internships/Internships.stm 
Research Opportunities within PBD: http://www.lbl.gov/Education/CSEE/cup/ResearchOpps/PBD_Resch.html 
Research Opportunities Across the Lab: http://www.lbl.gov/Education/CSEE/cup/ResearchOpps/UndergradRsch.html 
 
 

Espresso Social Set for April 19 
PBD students are invited to come to a special espresso social on Tuesday April 19 at 3:30 outside of Sibley 
Auditorium (Bechtel Engineering Center, UC Berkeley campus). We’ll be serving complementary espresso 
drinks and cookies! At 4:00, students are encouraged to stick around for bioethicist Laurie Zoloth’s synthetic 
biology talk, entitled “May We Make the World? Ethical Issues in Synthetic Biology.” Espresso socials are the 
buzz, so come for an afternoon pick-me-up and what promises to be an interesting talk about social issues 
involved with synthetic biology. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Contact us:  
Kristin Yamada – Student Newsletter Editor (keyamada@lbl.gov, x6798) 
Delia Clark – PBD Diversity Working Group (dnclark@lbl.gov, x6331) 
Ellen Ford – Division Business Manager (eford@lbl.gov, 4905) 
Kevin Costa – Student Website (kacosta@lbl.gov, x7568) 

Student Perspective: 
“Tinkering with a Purpose” 
by Michelle Iwaki, undergraduate student in the Li-Wei Hung Lab 

 
The sense of accomplishment is probably one of the best feelings in life, and one of the hardest 

to attain. I believe that people set goals for themselves in order to be productive, to strive and struggle, 
and to succeed. Accomplishment is a big word: It encompasses a large intangible emotion, rather than a 
physical entity. I feel that almost every human being seeks this almost indescribable feeling, and I know 
that I have always wanted to have a sense of purpose in everything that I do or seek to do. Without 
exaggeration or overstatement, I feel that I’ve done something, accomplished something with purpose 
every time I leave from the ALS building at LBL. 
 Although it may seem as if I spent just a few hours setting up a reaction or tinkering with some 
fascinating equipment, I always feel satisfaction that my time was used wisely and what I did was 
worthwhile. It’s exciting to be able to apply concepts or techniques that I learned or am learning from 
my undergraduate classes at UC Berkeley. Working in a lab makes my world of figures and text so 
much more concrete, enriching, and exciting. I love it when things just click or make sense. When it all 
comes together and I’m able to follow and understand why I do things in lab and what the purpose is of 
every step of the way is, is incredible. This wouldn’t be possible without great attitudes and even 
greater people. At LBL, I’ve encountered people with a sort of sparkle in their eyes and at that point, I 
knew that I was in the presence of greatness, people fueled with passion.  
 I know that I would feel very differently if it weren’t for my supervisor, Mr. Evan Bursey of Dr. 
Li-Wei Hung’s group at LBL. With patience and selflessness, he has taught me so much about the 
concepts behind the work we do. I feel comfortable asking questions and always get such clear 
responses. Knowledge is power, and it makes me feel responsible and keeps me wanting to do more. I 
think that building upon knowledge that has been lazily lying around in my head has finally found its 
use and has great potential for helping me to explore the never ending magical science of research. 
Before I started working at LBL, I never dreamed of feeling so useful after doing laboratory work. I’ve 
finally discovered new connections from these practical applications to what I’ve been studying in my 
classes. I get it now. I see the good. I see research as something so much more than just being a mad 
scientist, mad about chemicals. Research is a component of a greater whole but each component has its 
goals, and every step I take brings me closer to the sense of accomplishment that I so desire. Working at 
Berkeley Lab has been a wonderful experience so far, and I’m eager to find out what is yet to come.  

Have you registered at the Physical Biosciences Student Website? 
If you haven’t done so already, please visit the PBD Student Website at www.lbl.gov/pbd/students and 
follow the link to  our Student Registration page. By registering, we can help keep you appraised of 
valuable opportunities and services here at Berkeley Lab. The student website is a useful place to find 
student resources, events and opportunities. 


